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SUBJ: CRTC PRESSURES ON GLOBAL TELEVISION NETWORK 

1. CANADIAN RADIO-TELEVISION COMMISSION (CRTC) ON 

OCT 10 BROADENED SCOPE OE ROUTINE HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 
NOV 4 (DEALING WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO LICENSE OF 
CGKN-TV-I WINDSOR) TO DISCUSS DIFFICULTIES OF GLOBAL 
TELEVISION NETWORK IN MEETING CANADIAN CONTENT 
REGULATIONS AND GLOBAL'S COMMITMENTS REGARDING ORIGINAL PRO- 
DUCTION OF PROGRAMS. 

2. COMMENT: GLOBAL, AN ONTARIO CHAIN OF RELAY TRANS- 
MITTERS FED FROM A TORONTO BROADCAST CENTER, WAS 
LICENSED IN 1972 ON THE BASIS OF ITS UNDERTAKING TO BECOME 
A SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL FORCE IN BROADCASTING THROUGH 
ORIGINAL PROGRAMMING. AT THAT TIME IT WAS CONSIDERED THE 
BEGINNING OE A POSSIBLE THIRD CANADIAN TV NETWORK. GLOBAL, 
HOWEVER, HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO ESTABLISH ITSELF IN THE 
MARKET TO ANY SIGNIFICANT EXTENT AND HAS BEEN IN 
CONTINUAL EINANCIAL DIFFICULTY SINCE IT COMMENCED OPERATIONS. 
ORIGINAL PROGRAMMING HAS LARGELY BEEN CONFINED IN 

PAST YEAR TO LOW BUDGET NEWS COVERAGE AND PUBLIC 
AFEAIRS COMMENTARY AND BULK OF AIR TIME DEVOTED TO 
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LOW AUDIENCE DELIVERY HAS NOT UP TO NOW GENERATED 
ADEQUATE ADVERTISING DOLLARS. TO REMEDY THIS GLOBAL 
HAS RECENTLY ACQUIRED RIGHTS TO SOME MAJOR US PROGRAMS 
SUCH AS "BEACON HILT. " 

3. THIS SITUATION VEXES CANADIAN CULTURAL NATIONALISTS 
WHO BLAME COMPETITION FROM US BORDER STATIONS FOR 
GLOBAL'S FAILURE TO LIVE UP TO ITS PROMISES AND WHO 
ALSO RESENT DOMINATION OE CANADIAN NETWORKS BY US 
PROGRAMS. HOWEVER, OTHER COMMENTATORS (AND SOME 
OFEICIALS IN GOC DEPT OF COMMUNICATIONS) REGARD CRTC ACTION 
LICENSING GLOBAL AS A MISTAKE GIVEN THE LIMITED NATURE 
OF THE ONTARIO MARKET WHICH IS SERVED BY CBC, CTV AND OTHER 
INDEPENDENT STATIONS AS WELL AS BY US CHANNELS. 

HEARING WILL PROBABLY PROVIDE ANOTHER PUBLIC FORUM FOR 
DISCUSSING DESIRABILITY OE RESTRICTING OUTFLOW OF 
CANADIAN ADVERTISING DOLLARS TO U.S. STATIONS IN CONTEXT OE 
DELETION/SUBSTITUTION POLICY AS WELL AS TAX MEASURE 
PROPOSED IN BILL C-58. PORTER 
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